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Public Transport

No doubt many residents of Gamlingay and the Hatleys were disappointed to read about the proposed bus 
cuts on the front page of the Gazette, as well as in the Parish Council minutes over the last 14 months and 
in several of our Councillor’s Notes. They may also have been disappointed that there were no words on the 
font page about positive ways forward. Thank you to everyone who contacted me to protest the cuts - I was 
very glad to be able to give some ideas of what we have been working on as a replacement service. 
 
By the time you read this a Public Transport summit will have taken place with – hopefully – attendance from all the 
local Parish Councils and community organisations (alongside the District and County Council) who are affected by 
the next set of bus cuts – this includes the 75, C2, 28, 18/18a etc., serving a wide variety of communities and groups. 

We organised this meeting for a number of reasons. Firstly it is clear that the subsidised services will not survive the 
County Council axe. Secondly, we need to learn about the alternative ways out there for providing ‘public’ transport 
for as many people as need it. Thirdly, the Parish Councils need to work together and show substantial community 
leadership in order to drive forward some kind of alternative provision. 

The meeting will hopefully have come up with a plan for the way forward. This needs to be based on the surveys 
already completed (eg in Harlton) or underway (eg in Gamlingay and the Hatleys); on the available funding and on 
the willingness of local people to participate. This plan will need public approval and participation and so a series of 
public meetings would be helpful to get a feeling of interest and support from communities. Please come along when 
you see them advertised. 

We all understand (only too well) why people do not want to lose buses. This is our opportunity to deliver an 
alternative public transport system locally that reflects what YOU want, suitable for YOUR needs and those of your 
family and with YOUR support.

What might this ‘alternative’ provision look like? This is very much down to YOU but some examples we’ve been 
told about include a feeder bus serving small villages and delivering to a larger point where passengers change 
onto a main bus route, eg at Cambourne. More interesting is a combination service where a small bus/minibus runs 
scheduled services at each end of the day (to rail stations for commuters, schools runs for 6th formers, etc.) and 
during the day/weekends it works like a dial-a-ride service so you book it in advance to take you to Addenbrookes 
from your house or a group outing to Wimpole Hall or Tesco etc… 
 
I am obviously extremely anxious that we do not become any more isolated; both individually and as a 
community. So I am putting my anger about the cuts to one side and I am looking at the decision by the County 
Council to axe subsidised bus services as an opportunity to actually deliver a MUCH BETTER system that gets 
more people to more places than the buses ever could. But to achieve that we need YOUR input and YOUR 
participation.  Obviously I will update residents as we move along but in the meantime PLEASE contact me if you 
have any feedback, thoughts, suggestions, experiences of different systems, other brilliant ideas or cash you’d like to 
have added to the mix!
 
Best wishes
 
Sebastian Kindersley 
Cambridgeshire County Councillor - Gamlingay Division 
South Cambridgeshire District Council - Gamlingay Ward 
01767 651982 
07710 467258



Still Life

There they sat, stacked up and in rows,
Lots of stuffed toys, some with dangly toes.
It’s Christmas you see and they pull out the stops
To make larger profits like most other shops.

I can see a small lamb with one nasty habit,
It has a strong urge to snuggle up to a rabbit.
There’s a white fluffy pussy cat, a rosy pink pup,
A bunny with worn ears - it’s so often picked up.

Along the shelf a duck is too happy by far,
She’s wearing a bonnet and thinks she’s a star.
There’s “pretties” and “furries” and all kinds of things,
Over there is something that from a tree swings.

It’s rather disturbing, or so ’t seems to me
Great Scott! The panda pair’s increased to three!
They all wait with patience and look so cute too
Just waiting for Santa to bring them down the flue.

Or … is it perhaps the opposite way,
They sneaked out of the stock room and made a display?
While assistants are counting and scratching a head
The pets talk to each other though we can’t hear what’s said.

They’re making arrangements to meet in the night
While their buyers are sleeping with eyelids shut tight.
’Cos that’s when all toys can escape from being still
And they scamper away down dale and o’er hill.

Quite a large number will gather out there
Whilst we are all sleeping and can’t stand and stare.
Then the GREAT GOD TOYKEEPER will fiddle a tune
And they’ll all dance, quite carefree, beneath the full moon.

But come the next dawn, before you’re awake,
They come back by magic and their places they take.
So tomorrow, when you’re dressed in your fine shopping gear
Regard them quite closely - yes, have a good peer.

And you’ll see little lines of fatigue on each face
That come from the parties at night - Gee! they’re ace!
Then ponder anew, realise if you will
That’s why, in the daytime, all toys are so still !!

Tony Woodall
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

Services December 2012
Sunday 2 Dec First Sunday of 

Advent 
8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday Service
(Stepping Stones at 9.30am)

G

6pm Advent Carols E
Sunday 9 Dec Advent 2 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Holy Communion H
11am Word and Worship E

Monday 10 Dec 9.30am 
onwards

Quiet Day for Christmas G

Friday 14 Dec 6pm Everton School Carols at 
St Mary’s Church

E

Sunday 16 Dec Advent 3 9.30am Parish Eucharist and Stepping 
Stones

G

9.30am Parish Eucharist E
Monday 17 Dec 7pm Christmas Carols H
Sunday 23 Dec Advent 4 8am Holy Communion H

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
4pm Christmas Carols E
6pm Christmas Carols G

Monday 24 Dec Christmas Eve 4pm Christingle Service E
4pm Christingle Service G
11.30pm Midnight Mass E
11.30pm Midnight Mass G

Tuesday 25 Dec Christmas Day 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
10am Lessons and Carols E
11am Christmas Eucharist H

Sunday 30 Dec First Sunday of 
Christmas

9.30am Parish Eucharist G

Note: No other services on this day

Dear Readers,
I’ve sometimes heard people say that “Christmas is for the kids”. And I say …yes it is! And here is why:

Firstly, we are celebrating the birth of a child. Jesus is born like every other human through the regular way of conception and 
gestation and enters the world, perhaps unlike most of us, in a smelly stable surrounded by animals. There is something in the 
regular and very basic way that Jesus is born that makes the Christmas story so amazing; it is both normal and yet extraordinary.
The birth of the Christ-child is familiar and it rings bells.

Secondly, we are also celebrating the child within us. It is children who tell the nativity story; they are participating in the 
Christmas story; they are not really acting. As the roles are handed out children will say “I want to be Mary”, “I want to be a 
shepherd”. They are genuinely participating in the Christmas story. When Christmas comes then it’s time to get stuck in, to get 
involved, to participate. The best way to know the meaning of Christmas is not to stand on the sidelines commentating on what 
others are doing, but to roll your sleeves up and to participate.

Lastly, Christmas is “for the kids” because it is children who keep alive the wonder that makes all our lives magical. There is 
something miraculous about all births and every child who is born into the world brings with it the hope and dreams of all of its 
family and especially the child’s parents. Jesus was no different; I’m sure Mary and Joseph had high hopes for Jesus. Imagine 
what hopes and expectations God had for him!  

I hope you all can taste something of the wonder and miracle of life this Christmas.

Revd Steven Rothwell



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services:
Every Sunday Morning 10:45am. (with 
Sunday Club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service Last Sunday of the 
Month 30th December 10:45am.

Weekday Meetings:
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am.
Thursdays 7:45pm. (Venue as 
announced)

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am (half way 
through service)

‘Messy Church’ for children (5 to 11 
years)
This month (23rd December) at 3:30pm. 
leading into Candlelight Nativity 
Service 
(see below for Christmas details)

Alpha The Alpha Course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those who 
want to find out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited! please contact 
James, our minister for details of the 
next course.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time 
to share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 15th December, at 8:00am

Coffee Mornings
Thursday 13th December (in aid 
of Sinai Orphanage, Madras)
Sinai Orphanage takes in street 
children and aims to give them a 
good start in life. 10:00am until 
11:30am Why not join us for tea/coffee 
and cake?

Christmas Celebrations 2012
Tuesday 4th December at 7:30pm. – Carols with the Salvation Army
The annual visit of Potton Salvation Army – Christmas starts here! 

Sunday 16th December after morning service – Christmas Meal and Party

Sunday 23rd December at 10:45am. – Carol Service with Sunday Club

Sunday 23rd December at 3:30pm. – Christmas Messy Church leading into…

Sunday 23rd December at 6:00pm. – Carols by Candlelight
An all-age service of carols, nativity and celebration of the magic of Christmas 

Christmas Day 25th December at 10:00am. – Christmas Day Family Service 

Dear Friends,

Christmas is approaching… Time to check the Christmas lights to make sure they 
still work – and these days, it isn’t just the tree that gets trimmed. Even driving 
round the village, whole houses are resplendent, shining with patterns of coloured 
lights. Christmas is truly a festival of lights, which could not be more appropriate, 
because it celebrates the coming of Jesus: the Light of the World; God becoming 
human, born a baby in Bethlehem.

In fact, ‘God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.’ (1 John 1:5) and this might 
just sound like a self evident truth or a pleasant metaphor, but Jesus Himself pointed 
out that this does present a serious problem for human beings. He noted that ‘human 
beings love darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil’ (John 3:19) and 
whilst we may not be like some of the evil dictators this world has seen, none of us 
is perfect. Our imperfections may not be a problem in human terms, but they exclude 
us from God’s perfect presence and therefore from heaven…

Light exposes – it shows everything up. At night everything is hidden under a 
blanket of darkness, when daylight comes everything becomes visible. It’s the same 
with God, whenever we enter His presence, our imperfections are shown up in stark 
contrast to His faultlessness. When faced with such perfection, most of us recoil and 
return to the shadows, it’s a natural human reaction. 

The wonderful thing about Christmas is that although human beings have been 
hiding from God in the shadows since almost the beginning of time, avoiding 
the God ‘who lives in unapproachable light’ (1 Timothy 6:16) – in that baby in 
Bethlehem, God who ‘is Light’ came into the world. Not only did Jesus come as the 
‘Light of the world’ – He came to seek imperfect, broken humanity. He entered the 
world, not to condemn us for our imperfections, but to deal with them. 

In Jesus, we see God ‘covered with skin’ or as the writer of the carol, ‘Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing’ puts it: ‘veiled in flesh, the Godhead see’ – the Light of the 
World come to deal with all our darkness! Something to wonder at, something to 
celebrate!

Why not seek the Light of the World this Christmas.

Merry Christmas!

  James.



KEY Stage 2 wedding at the 
Baptist Church.

The children had a wonderful 
time.

They wrote invitations, made 
food for the post wedding party 
and learnt a great deal about 
weddings from their class 
teachers and James Gilbert at the 
Baptist Church, who made us 
very welcome.

The ceremony took place on 
Tuesday and was the culmination 
of the children’s work on 
‘traditional tales’. The children 
were able to either dress up for a 
real or a fairy tale wedding.

We had a best man, bridesmaids, 
a father of the bride and even an 
official photographer!!

NEWS FROM GAMLINGAY 
FIRST SCHOOL
by Jonathan Newman



Our new Foundation Stage children have settled brilliantly over their first half term with us.
There have been very few tears!

We have the largest number of children that we can ever remember having in Reception and currently there are 47 children in the 
two classes with another child due to start after half term.

The children have been learning about themselves and their families and have used Autumn leaves and other natural materials to 
make up pictures of people in their families.



The final two weeks of the last half 
term proved to be very exciting for 
pupils and staff alike, at Gamlingay 
Village College. In the penultimate 
week we held a public meeting to 
bring to the attention of the whole 
village the progress that the school had 
made since it became an Academy in 
February of this year. The meeting was 
introduced by Madeline Russell, Chair 
of Governors. A report of what had 
happened since the school joined the 
Stratton Education Trust was given by 
Rob Watson, Executive Headteacher 
of the Trust. I was able to bring 
parents up to date with the academic 
progress made by students in all year 
groups, throughout the year, as well as 
explain details of changes in staffing 
arrangements. Jane Harper, Deputy 
Headteacher at Stratton Upper School 
and Director of the Stratton Training 
School gave a report on the ‘mock 
OFSTED’ that the school put itself 
through at the end of the summer term 
and explained the findings that she and 
Cambridgeshire school improvement 
consultant and OFSTED Inspector, 
Martha Ball, had made. The report was 
overwhelmingly positive and provided 
the basis for a very detailed question-
answer session for the rest of the 
meeting. This gave both Rob Watson 
and I the opportunity to explain in 
detail where we thought the school was 
regarding its current position and what 
needed to be done next to make even 
more progress. Little did we know at 
the time of the public meeting that we 
would be subjected to a full section 8 
OFSTED Inspection within a matter of 
days.
On the Tuesday of the last week of 
the half term we were informed that 
OFSTED were coming in to inspect 
the school the following day. When a 
school has previously been in special 
measures and has then converted to 
academy status, OFSTED come to 
inspect it on the basis that it has either 
made ‘reasonable progress’ – in which 
case it has passed the inspection, or it 
is deemed to have made ‘inadequate 
progress’, in which case it has failed. 
I am pleased to say that the inspectors 
felt able to report that the school 
had indeed been making ‘reasonable 

progress’ and that many aspects of the 
learning and teaching that was going 
on in the school showed significant 
improvement on what had been seen 
at the time of the last inspection.  The 
report has also recognised a number 
of other improvements, including; a 
stronger and more stable leadership 
team, better use of data with which to 
track and monitor student progress, 
an improved proportion of good and 
outstanding teaching, strong governance 
of the school from the governing body 
and the spreading of good practice 
throughout the school and the Stratton 
Education Trust overall. Whilst we 
will always strive to advance our 
performance it is good to be able to 
pass on to the whole community news 
of a successful OFSTED Inspection. 
This has given us all confidence in 
ourselves to develop and enhance the 
school even more. The findings of the 
Inspectors also acknowledge the efforts 
of everyone here at the Village College 
and the Stratton Education Trust to turn 
the school around and make it one that 
the whole community can once again be 
proud of. 
In between the public meeting and the 
OFSTED Inspection we welcomed 
The Australian Voices, a singing group 
who are currently touring in the UK 
and Europe. The group spent two 
hours working with our choir, putting 
them through a range of exercises and 
activities that professional singers go 
through as part of their performance 
routines. Our youngsters not only 
learned a great deal but also had a 
lot of fun. At the end of their singing 
workshop our choir was joined by 
the rest of the school and also the key 
stage 2 choir from the First School to 
enjoy a performance by The Australian 
Voices. This was very well received by 
the audience who were thrilled to have 
professional singers from the other side 
of the world performing in front of 
them. Our choir made the visitors very 
welcome by singing the song, ‘I Am, 
You Are, We Are Australian’, something 
that they appreciated enormously. 
Photographs of the day can be found 
on the new school website. We are very 
grateful to the Biggleswade Chronicle 
for their coverage of this event.

NEWS FROM GAMLINGAY VILLAGE 
COLLEGE
by Colin Pheysey



BINGO

The Gamlingay Bingo group are sorry 
they have had to finish, and would like 
to thank everyone who have supported 
them for five years. 

Money raised from raffles and the 
sale of the Bingo machine amounted 
to £392.52. This has been donated to 
St.John’s Hospice, The Air Ambulance 
and the Alzheimers Society. 

The total donated over the five years 
was £2,092.52.

GAMLINGAY W.I. 
OCTOBER 2012
by Gill Spaul

With minimum business soon covered, 
a poem and a song, the ladies and their 
guests tucked into a delicious buffet 
provided by all present. Two members’ 
husbands, creating a jolly evening, 
amusingly carried out an auction of 
harvest produce, provided by members, 
raising funds for the W.I. 

The previous 
month’s speaker 
was Mr. Peter 
Cresswell, 
with his topic 
“Working To 
Entertain You”.
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Boxing Day Special

£15.00 per head, Bookings only
(Bookings now open)

Opening hours: 
Noon to 2:30pm
5:30 ’til 11:00pm

Papadom and chutney
Starter

Main course
Vegetable side dish

Rice or Naan
Tea or Coffee

(no seafood or specials available on this night. 
Extra dishes will be charged accordingly)
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St. Mary’s ‘Good Neighbour Scheme’

Are you permanently or temporarily housebound or 
incapacitated?

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Our friendly volunteers have all been CRB checked 
Scheme Co-ordinators :

Chris Martin Tel: 01767 652832   
Brenda Elcome Tel: 01767 650489

We would be happy to hear from you!

SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall continue to be 
held on the

4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.

Come and support this worthy cause and, for £5, enjoy 
home-made soup, bread and puddings followed by tea or 

coffee.

Charity Gardening Service 
Available to do any gardening jobs over the summer for a 
donation towards a charity expedition to the Indian 
Himalayas in July 2013.

Please contact Angus Higgins on:

Mobile: 07521 396 526
Phone: 01767 652 845
Email: angus.j.higgins@gmail.com



by Sarah Groom, Chair of Gamlingay Parish Council

GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

Community Centre
GAMLINGAY 

 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11

Run by Lucy Rands

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

VIEW FROM THE CHAIR

I am pleased to announce that 
Gamlingay Parish Council is now up 
(or maybe it is down) with the kids and 
we have a Facebook page! This will 
mean nothing to many of you, but for 
those into Facebook, we would love it if 
you would ‘like’ our page –just type in 
Gamlingay Parish Council in the search 
bar to find us – and please use the page 
to leave comments or observations.  As 
with all things, the page will only be as 
good as the contributions left on it, and 
we intend to use it to for messages and 
announcements that concern the village, 
so please keep an eye out for these.

We are also revising and improving our 
website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk so 
do hop on that every now and again 
for the latest news and minutes of our 
monthly meetings.

It’s not often that you feel the hand 
of history on your shoulder, but I was 
aware that a very significant moment 
passed a week or so ago, quietly and 
largely unnoticed by everyone else in 
this case!  The historic moment came 
when I signed the agreements to hand 
over the Millbridge Brook field; the 
Lower Field opposite and St Mary’s 
Field (behind the Emplins) from 
Merton College back to the village 
of Gamlingay.  If you think that these 
fields have been in the ownership of 
Merton for probably at least 800 years 
(the History Society may be able to say 
how long exactly) then I felt it was a 
very significant moment in our village 
history to finally have them back.  We 
are also about to sign the lease on the 
new land for the allotments in Long 
Lane, and there is already a very active 
working party set up to get these 
allotments ready for use.  

These land transfers are all part of the 
benefits to come our way as a result 
of the new housing development 
on Station Road, and I know quite 
a few of you came along to the 
public presentation of the plans for 
this on the 16th October.  We have a 
landscape designer drawing up ideas 

for these fields, which will be a mix of 
recreational space and wildlife area, 
and we will publish these plans in the 
Gazette when they are ready to be seen.

On the down side, concern for our bus 
services (or the lack of them) continues 
to be an issue, and the council has 
a meeting with representatives of 
the County on 7th November to hear 
what they have to say, and to give our 
feedback on the situation.  

In addition, Sebastian reported at our 
meeting in October that there was 
serious concern for many of our elderly 
residents who live in the sheltered 
housing areas, some of who may not 
talk to another person for days, due to 
the fact that there are now ‘floating’ 
Wardens that have replaced the regular 
Warden living on site. Not only is this 
very lonely for some residents, but 
if someone has an accident or illness 
when the Warden is away, they may be 
there for days before being discovered.  
We are trying to set up a council sub-
committee to discuss this and see 
how we can offer some practical help 
within the village, by harnessing some 
volunteer help, even if it is just a couple 
of hours a week mowing a lawn or 
organising a coffee morning.

As always, if you have any questions 
about the Parish Council please get in 
touch with Kirstin or Leanne on 650 
310 or clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk., 
or look on our website or Facebook 
page, or even better come along to our 
meetings to listen in – 7.30 at the Hub 
on the second Tuesday of every month.

And finally – Happy Christmas! – it 
seems strange writing this on the 1st of 
November, but by the time you read this 
it will all make sense!  I wish you all a 
happy and peaceful New Year.
 
Best wishes,



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 14

Your Councillors are always ready 
to help. If you have any questions 
about these - or indeed any other 
- matters, please do not hesitate to 
contact County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 or 
skindersley@hotmail.com or write 
to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, 
SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 
or bridget@glockling.com 

Child Protection OfSTED 
Inspection Report for 
Cambridgeshire

Oh dear. An OfSTED Inspection of 
Arrangements for the Protection 
of Children in Cambridgeshire 
took place in September.  
Cambridgeshire was one of the first 
authorities nationally to be inspected 
under the new framework which has 
a different scope and methodology 
to previous OfSTED inspections of 
Children’s Services. The inspection 
judgement was that the overall 
effectiveness of Cambridgeshire’s 
arrangements for the protection of 
children was inadequate. Needless 
to say an action plan is now in 
place to remedy the utter deficiency 
of how we look after vulnerable 
children in Cambridgeshire. What 
a shame that it wasn’t thought 
important enough to do before 
Ofsted intervened. 

Sustainable Parish Energy 
Partnership Award

A number of parishes are members 
of the successful Sustainable Parish 
Energy Partnership; which has now 

won an award for the Green Days 
organised throughout the district.  
The most successful to date has 
been in Gamlingay with visitors 
coming from far afield to hear the 
fascinating talks and visit the wide 
range of stalls.  Very well done to 
John Mossman and to GEAG who 
did a huge amount to organise this 
brilliant day.

Forthcoming Councillors Drop-In 
Surgery Dates

Come and see us at the Eco-Hub 
in Gamlingay December 11th 6.30, 
Wed 12th at 2pm. January’s dates 
are 8th (6.30pm) and 9th at 2pm. If 
you have an issue or just happen 
to be passing and want to say hello 
we’ll be glad to see you.  

Rough Sleepers

During the cold months the District 
Council make special provision for 
people sleeping rough.  If you see 
anyone in this situation please find 
out their details and either pass 
them on to Bridget or Sebastian or 
contact the homelessness team at 
South Cambs. 

Fuel Poverty

According to the County Council’s 
statistics, Gamlingay is 14th highest 
in the whole county for people 
living in fuel poverty. This means 
that over 10% of a household’s 
income is spent on fuel.  We are 
aware of elderly people who are 
so concerned about their fuel bills 
that they do not turn their heating 
on.  Therefore they may not be 
considered to be in fuel poverty as 
their lack of money is restricting 
their fuel use. If you are concerned 
about an elderly neighbour not 
heating their homes adequately 
please do let us know – they may be 
entitled to free roof insulation from 
their energy provider.

Station Road Gamlingay

Thank you to all those people who 
attended the public meetings to 
discuss Station Road development.  
Road safety was by far the greatest 
concern and we shall be working 
hard to ensure that everything 



Councillor’s Column
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The Gamlingay Show 2012

We are delighted to be able to give 
donations to the following organisations 

who applied to become beneficiaries 
from this year’s show. They are:

Air Ambulance, Lacemakers, Sunshine 
Pre-school, Library, Junior Youth Club, 

Scouts, History Society, Gamlingay 
Players, St Mary’s Church, Forward 

Gamlingay.
We have also given donations to 

Bassingbourn Air Cadets, Gamlingay 
Village College in appreciation for 
the use of their facilities and to the 

Gamlingay Gazette.

We are also very grateful to the 
following businesses for the generous 

donations of our raffle prizes: 
Woodview Farm Shop -  fruit hamper 

Waresley Garden Centre - orchid 
houseplant 

Anna’s Flowers, Potton - floral 
arrangement 

Cutting Mill - Ladies Cut & Finish 
Cutting Mill - Gentleman’s Cut & 

Finish 
Curwen’s Solicitors - Free Will 

Preparation 
Co-op - Champagne Truffle Chocolates 
Shepreth Wildlife Park - Free Family 

Day Pass 

Mantle’s, Biggleswade - Winter Car 
Care Kit 

Whisky Miniatures Gift Set - The Cock 

 We are a very small committee who 
work hard all year to produce an event 

which can be enjoyed by the whole 
family. We would welcome new 

members onto the committee and also 
ideas and suggestions as to how to 

make the show even better next year. 
The show will be on Saturday 21st 

September 2013.
Please contact the committee by email 
on gamlingay_show@yahoo.

co.uk or on the Show mobile on 
0751992126.

Thank you for your support this year 
and we look forward to seeing you in 

2013.
The Gamlingay Show Committee

Thank you to the village show 
committe for the donation received by 
The Gazette in support of the village 
magazine. - Ed

possible is done to deliver adequate 
speed reduction measures.

A1 Black Cat part-time signals

Well, this is exciting. The 
Government have announced 
some changes to the (quite recently 
rebuilt) Black Cat roundabout 
which I know many of us use 
even if we know we’ll be stuck in 
traffic anyway. It is hoped (!) to 
reduce congestion by widening the 
roundabout and the A1 approach 
roads. Cost £6.4m. Failure to build a 
flyover or bridge? Priceless. (Starts 
and ends 2014, they say….)

Forward Gamlingay goes to Brazil

Forward Gamlingay youth worker 
Gareth Squance has recently 
returned from Brazil were he has 
been working with a member of the 
youth club to build a school.  The 
story is told on 
http://youtube/yWe1hsl1N4k .  
Take a look …



Councillor’s Column
(cont)

Fire Setting

There have been a number of minor 
fire-setting incidents in Gamlingay 
recently.  If you see anyone playing 
with fire please report it immediately 
to the police and fire service.  Even 
a very small fire can get out of 
control very easily.  If you have any 
intelligence about who might be 
responsible, please pass that on 
also.

Family History

Are you keenly researching your 
ancestors? Cambridgeshire County 
Council has now uploaded over 
2m records onto the internet. You 
can access it – for free – at www.
cambridgeshire.gov.uk/community/
bmd/certificate and it allows people 
to find details about their family tree 
and order certificates easily. It also 
allows people to apply for more 
recent entries online and apply for 
copies of their own family’s records. 

Broadband & Gamlingay 
Telephone Exchange 

A phone mast has appeared at 
the exchange. It is on wheels so 
does not, for the moment, require 
planning consent. However, 
neighbours are somewhat alarmed. 
Needless to say finding out any 
information about it has proved (to 
date) impossible although I have 
had lots of interesting chats with 
Bangalore-based BT people, often 
called Brian.   

Broadband registrations continue to 
rise, with Orwell’s crown knocked off 
by Haslingfield (at 55%) and Hatley 
(at 54%). However, there are some 
Parishes where we need to work 
harder to convince people to sign 
up – remember – if you haven’t got 
Superfast Broadband in 5-10 years 
time you won’t be watching TV! So 
sign up for Corrie’s sake, if not your 
own.  

South Cambridgeshire Business 
Support Service

If you are based in South Cambs 
and are running, or thinking of 
running a business, a unique free 
to access support service is now 
available to help you.  South Cambs 
have appointed EXEMPLAS, the 
business support specialists to 
deliver a range of business support 
services including a series of 
workshops and some grant support.  
For further information see www.
exemplas.com/southcambs or 
phone 0844 3460755.

Asbestos in Council Homes

South Cambs District Council has 
arranged for all council homes to 
surveyed for asbestos. The survey 
work has been contracted out to 
Savills, who were meant to contact 
residents back in July to arrange 
individual visits, to be completed 
by 12 October.  Unfortunately it 
appears that Savills’ initial letters to 
tenants did not reach all recipients, 
though a strongly worded ‘final’ 
warning letter from the District 
Council itself did get through.  
Please contact us if you have 
concerns - It is important of course 
for health reasons that the surveys 
are now carried out.

Winter Gritting

Ah – winter – the season of potholes 
and gritting. There should be no 
difference to the local gritting routes 
with the exception of the restoration 
of Barton Road Haslingfield to the 
program. If as time goes on you 
think there is an issue on a local 
road please get in touch. 

New Casework

Your Councillors are here to 
help you. Please do feel free 
to contact us with comments, 
questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can 
help but if we can’t we are 
likely to know someone who 
can! 
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DOES GAMLINGAY HAVE 
TALENT?

Does Gamlingay have talent?
We have no need to doubt.
In bucket-loads and shovels full
With pride we well can shout.

From tiny tots, some shy, some bold,
Who sang with farmyard props,
To flautists, ‘bang-on’ drummer
Then dancing body-pops.

Some poems, and an (old) boy band,
A - (younger!) - girl band too.
Keyboard, then a strummed guitar,
With judges’ points of view.

Each ‘turn’ was ably introduced,
Which linked the acts all through,
With ‘Impartial Gadget’ - which told no 
lies -
(Noise-meter to me and you!).

An evening’s fun, with friends all 
smiles,
Foot-tapping, laughing, singing,
‘Though with “Ten Green Bottles” at 
the end
Our ears are still a-ringing!

Gill Spaul

Bassingbourn Snowsports 
Centre under threat

Please show your support by 
taking the trouble to ‘tick the 
box’ on facebook.

During the last year there have been 
various discussions about the future of 
Bassingbourn Barracks.

Our landlord, the DIO (Defence 
Infrastructure Organisation) has 
notified the Club that our lease will be 
terminated on 28th March 2013, as the 
army is closing the barracks.

Obviously this is not the decision we 
were hoping to hear, but the DIO has 
told us informally that if we can come 
up with alternative access arrangements 
they would consider reviewing their 
decision to end our lease. 

At the moment, the Committee is 
working hard to try and find a way of 
continuing to operate the slope  As soon 
as we have more concrete proposals, 
we will arrange an EGM to discuss the 
future of the Club.

We will lobby local councillors, MP’s, 
sports councils, education authorities 
and county councils.  If you can think of 
anyone else who might have influence, 
or can help with the lobbying, please get 
in touch with me 
(david.allanson@skibass.org). 

We have an immediate need of 
professional expertise in the following 
areas:-
Security fencing
Utility supply (power, clean water - in, 
waste water - out)
If we can’t find a solution, the slope will 
have to close and we will refund any 
proportion of unused membership.  At 
some future date, we may be able to 
reopen the slope if the barracks reopens.

In the meantime, all activities will 
continue as usual 
David Allanson, Chairman, 
Bassingbourn Snowsports Centre PO 
Box 103, Royston, Hertfordshire 
SG8 9ZN
 Bookings:-
 08450 728 293 
Mobile:- 07740 724054 
www.skibass.org

Fake Alcohol.

As the party season approaches and we 
stock our cupboards for the festivities, 
many of us are also watching the 
pennies. Everybody likes a bargain, 
especially when there are presents to 
be bought, journeys to be made and all 
sorts of other expenses chipping away at 
the bank balance.

With this in mind, Trading Standards 
would like to warn readers about 
the pitfalls of buying alcohol from 
unconventional sources such as car boot 
sales, strangers at the pub, workplace, or 
selling from the back of a vehicle or any 
other unusual sources.

In recent times there has been an 
increase in the amount of counterfeit 
and fake alcohol found in the county. 
Counterfeit alcohol, just like any other 
counterfeit product, mimics a genuine 
branded article and tries to pass itself 
off as the genuine product. Usually the 
counterfeit product is very convincing 
and most consumers wouldn’t notice 
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any difference in the packaging.
As well as counterfeit alcohol there are 
drinks designed to look like new and 
appealing brands. Often these products 
do not meet the required legal standards 
of composition – either having too 
little or too much of certain required 
ingredients or featuring ingredients that 
shouldn’t be present at all. Often these 
ingredients can be harmful to health.

Indeed, both counterfeit and other fake 
drinks should be avoided at all costs. 
They may contain either much more 
or much less alcohol than stated on the 
label and than is required by law but 
worse than this, however, is the fact 
that many counterfeit and fake drinks 
contain chemicals that are normally 
used in products such as cleaning 
products, antifreeze and screen wash. 
For example methanol, isopropyl, 
propan-2-ol, acetone and chloroform are 
commonly found in illicit alcohol.

Needless to say, these products can 
be dangerous if consumed and pose 
a risk to health. For example, people 
have been known to be sick or suffer 
dizziness, breathing difficulties, kidney 
damage, blindness and even death after 
consuming fake alcohol.

Nobody can tell what’s in a bottle 
of fake drink and so the risks are 
unpredictable. The simple message is 
to not buy or consume any drink of 
questionable source. 

So if you choose to eat, drink and be 
merry this Christmas, please do so in a 
way that is safe and doesn’t risk your 
health or that of your guests. 

If you see any alcohol that you suspect 
to be counterfeit or fake, please contact 
our partner, Citizens Advice Consumer 
Service, on 08454 040506.  For 
business advice and support contact 
0345 0455206.

Win cash by recycling your paper, by Gareth Bell

Residents in South Cambridgeshire are being given a chance to win £100 cash 
this winter by recycling their paper. All you need to do is check out the next 
edition of the District Council’s South Cambs Magazine to be in with a chance. 
It will be delivered between 26 November and 7 December.

To enter the competition you need to cut out a voucher in the magazine and 
place it in the paper caddy in your blue in between 10 and 21 December. An 
finally, recycle as much paper as possible. All prizes are being donated by 
AmeyCespa and Aylesford Newsprint.

Can you reuse some paint for a 
good cause

Do you know a local community or 
sports group, charity or other good 
cause that needs low cost paint which 
also is environmentally friendly? 

The Cambridgeshire Community Reuse 
and Recycling Network (CCORRN for 
short) is a not-for-profit social enterprise 
that helps keep materials out of landfill 
for the benefit of the environment, the 
local community and charities. Its major 
current project is the Cambridgeshire 
Community RePaint Scheme.
CCORRN collects unwanted paint, 
which otherwise would have gone 
to landfill, from Household Waste 
Recycling Centres at March, Milton, 
St. Neots, Thriplow, Wisbech and 
Witchford and takes it back to the 
repaint warehouse in March. 

The paint is then sorted to ensure 
quality and colour and part-full tins 
are mixed to make up full containers, 
which are then provided to people 
on low incomes and benefits as well 
as community groups, charities and 
housing associations at just £1 per litre. 

Much of this work is done by long-
term unemployed volunteers from 
Seetec, which provides Government 
funded employment and skills training 
programmes to help individuals find 
employment or gain qualifications. 
The volunteers gain valuable hands on 
work experience from warehousing 
to customer service skills through the 
RePaint Scheme and are able to update 
their CV and ensure that they have 
current references to assist them in 
finding employment.

The Cambridgeshire Community 
RePaint Scheme was launched in 2011, 
with the help of the famous Dulux Dog 



Gamlingay History Society 
7:30pm , Room 2 GVC,

Monday December 10th, Christmas social
Monday January 14th, Author James Brown.

New members welcome
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Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group

by Tracey Dawson
 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

and is supported by Cambridgeshire 
County Council, waste management 
company AmeyCespa and a number of 
local councils and companies, including 
Ridgeons, housing associations and 
charities.

 Up to the end of October 2012 it 
has kept 180,000 litres of paint out 
of landfill, provided employment for 
two former Seetec volunteers and the 
paint has been reused by a range of 
organisations including March Royal 
British Legion, Priory Golf Club March, 
Fossils Galore in March, Benwick 
Football Club, Waterlees Boxing Club, 
The Jammin’ Project in Wisbech, West 
Norfolk MIND, Whittlesey Youth 
& Community Centre, Cambridge 
Woman’s Resource Centre and 
Momentum Arts in Cambridge. Also 
schools in Bassingbourn, Cambridge, 
Snettisham and Waterbeach have reused 
the paint, as well as a large number of 
individuals. 

If you need paint for a charity, 
community project, school or sports 
club, or simply need to brighten up 
your home please contact CCORRN 
on 01354 607667 or email repaint@
ccorrn.org.uk  To find out more about 
CCORRN see their website at www.
ccorrn.org.uk

A great meeting!  The atmosphere 
was very relaxed, everyone had the 
opportunity to put forward their views 
and it really felt as if we were all 
encouraging each other towards further 
achievements.  That’s what the group’s 
all about – inspiring each other to try 
even harder.

1. Introductions

No new members this month.

2. Review of Targets

We set ourselves monthly targets to push 
ourselves forward out of our comfort 
zone.  Enthusiasm for targets is building, 
as we’re all getting more ambitious.

3. Competition News

One member’s funeral parlour story has 
sadly not made the shortlist.  Do these 
people have no taste?  The Chair entered 
her train rant into the ‘Five Stops’ 
competition for stories intended to be 
read in the space of 5 stops on the Tube, 
which has now closed, but the winners 
won’t be announced until November.  
She has another 3,000 word story which 
she made earlier, so she might enter that 
one in the current month’s comp.  Several 
of us have also entered the Costa Coffee 
short story competition, which has now 
closed, and have not heard anything, 
good or bad, so far.

4. Other News

Speaker – our speaker event is going 
ahead thanks to the enthusiasm of our 
members – and there might even be 
another one in the pipeline.  Well done to 
our group for being so supportive.

Showcase for local writers

Three members and the Chair attended 
this evening under the umbrella of the 

Writers’ Group, and another member 
attended as an individual.  The Chair 
brought along copies of the group’s 
literature in the hope of attracting new 
members.  The evening consisted of 
writers reading out their work, and the 
Chair can confidently say that our two 
writers were the evening’s best!

The Chair also obtained contact details 
for other groups, so hopefully we can 
organise events collaboratively in the 
future.

5. Discussion of Work

Last month’s positive environment was 
repeated this month.  The group’s purpose 
is to allow writers to discuss their work in 
an atmosphere where they feel genuinely 
supported, and often people are more 
inclined to take on board suggestions if 
they are put forward with tact – and with 
everyone feeling equally happy to give 
and take advice.  The Chair thinks that 
we definitely achieved this happy state 
this month.  Everyone got a lot out of 
the meeting, and we were all inspired to 
persist with our endeavours.

6. Aims for the coming month

The topic for 2nd October is November 
Mash-up.  Splice together two things 
that really don’t go together-clashing 
genres or characters? You can make it 
work if you try hard enough!

7. Joining the Group

If anyone wants to join us, they would 
be more than welcome.  We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists.  
Contact Tracey Dawson on 01767 
654830 for details, or see our website – 
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk.



News from Gamlingay 
Library, by Kate Laugharne

Now the days are cold and the nights 
are long it’s the perfect time to curl 
up with a good book.  And where 
better to get a book than the library? 
Gamlingay Library has thousands of 
books - children’s books, adult books, 
fiction and non-fiction – something for 
everyone, in fact! It is free to join, free 
to borrow books, and free to order any 
book from anywhere in Cambridgeshire 
Libraries. We get regular supplies of 
additional books, so if you haven’t been 
to the library recently, pop along, as you 
may be pleasantly surprised.
We offer a wide range of facilities in the 
library, including:
- a large selection of adult fiction and 
non-fiction, including large print
- younger children’s and teenage fiction
- local and national newspapers and 
local information
- games such as chess and Scrabble
- printing and photocopying facilities
- free public internet access computers 
and free wi-fi access, available 
whenever the Hub is open

- toddlers’ story time on Wednesdays at 
11am
- free drop-in computer classes 

Our free drop-in computer classes 
every Wednesday afternoon are proving 
extremely popular. People who were 
complete computer novices only a few 
months ago are now surfing the web, 
internet shopping or investigating their 
family tree. The classes cater for all 
abilities, from absolute beginner, to 
those who want to improve specific 
skills, such as word processing, Skype, 
Facebook, or digital photography. If 
you would like to join in and develop 
your computer skills, just come along 
to Gamlingay Library, at the Eco Hub 
Community Centre, Stocks Lane, 
between 1 and 3pm, any Wednesday. 
This is also the afternoon when we offer 
free tea and coffee to any pensioner, 
either to refresh you after your silver 
surfing, or if you are just popping in to 
change your books.
Why not pay us a visit, and see what’s 
on offer at your local library?

Homework and Computer 
clubs at the library



GEAG Meeting, 19th 
December, 8pm, EcoHub

“Saving Vultures”

Gamlingay resident and 
RSPB International Officer 

Chris Bowden will be giving 
an Illustrated talk and short 

film on the extraordinary 
decline of these magnificent 
scavenging birds across the 

Indian subcontinent and what 
the RSPB is doing to prevent 

their total extinction.

One village at a time...

The GEAG motto ‘saving the world one village at a time’ implies local action, so how about 
supporting local businesses with green credentials such as: –

Buy a bag to reduce bags in the environment

Plastic bags may not represent a lot of CO2 but they are a major source of litter and I for one 
could do without seeing them in hedgerows. How about a nice Jute bag that will look good and 
give years of service? Check out the Jute bags from Bridget Mappley sold in the Crafty Cupcake in 
Church Street.

Re-use

I’ve banged on about re-using things being better for the environment than recycling before. 
Next time you have a dusty old Rembrandt or printer to get rid of think of the CO2 and see if the 
good people at ‘Bargain Box’, also in Church Street, can find them a new home.

Shop locally

A round trip to Biggleswade can cost around £4 in a modest car. This can make a difference to 
the economics of a shopping trip beyond any possible savings – and what is your time worth, 
financially or otherwise? 

Share stuff

Rather than buying lots of expensive equipment that you rarely use, why not share things with 
your neighbours. A new website called Streetbank allows you to sign up to borrow and lend tools 
and other equipment. Go to http://www.streetbank.com/

Get in touch!

For more information, contact 
the GEAG co-ordinator 

Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.

01767 651141
contact@geag.org.uk

www.geag.org.uk

The Carbon

TSAR
Turn it off
Is it better to turn off the car engine when you stop at traffic lights etc.? Sometimes people say the extra fuel used in starting means 
this does not help reduce fuel consumption. Presumably nobody leaves their car engine running 24/7 so the question is how long 
do you have to turn the engine off for in order to save fuel? It seems to vary somewhat and I’ve seen estimates from 10 seconds to a 
minute. For what it is worth these are the sorts of times used by modern cars with automatic ‘stop-start’ systems. The next question 
is how much fuel does a car use while the engine is idling? Again this varies and getting an actual number was really difficult. Best 
I could find was from ‘Transport for London’ who had a typical figure of 0.5l per hour. Obviously it varies a lot but cost wise should 
come out between one and two pence a minute. Whether that seems a lot or a little, is there actually any reason for not turning the 
engine off?

Winter is coming
Once again we will be running thermal camera surveys. These will probably be in early 2013 but you can register your interest now. 
They are free of charge as the Council own a camera and there is no need to hire one.

Transition towns
Our October meeting featured a presentation on behalf of Transition Cambridge. This is one of a number of organisations around the 
country seeking to help prepare for a future without oil. They seem to be having a good time and have a positive attitude. More on 
www.transitioncambridge.org. Maybe we should set up ‘Transition Gamlingay’???   

Power Vacuum – again?

Following the impending abdication of the Carbon Tsar we are STILL taking applications to be the next SPEP representative for the 
village – anyone? Please: contact@geag.org.uk
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With the clocks gone back, early 
dark nights and Christmas in our 
sights, it’s time for some reflection of 
another year at The Lodge.

We started the year with freezing 
weather. Temperatures on one Friday 
evening in February went down to -15 
degrees at The Lodge and the reserve 
looked wonderful the next morning in 
a thick covering of crunchy, icy frost. 
It doesn’t take much to remember the 
seemingly constant rain throughout 
spring and summer, which had an 
adverse effect on many breeding 
birds, particularly on wetland sites. 
We now know that hedgegrows in the 
countryside are short of berries which 
feed our winter birds and jays have 
arrived in large numbers, as the acorn 
crop across the whole of Europe has 
failed this year. The rowan trees along 
the drive were bursting with berries last 
year, this year they are empty of fruit. 
Apple harvests are low and poor and 
it’s been hard to collect a good crop of 
blackberries or sloes this year.The lack 
of sunshine, combined with the constant 
wet conditions, seems to have affected 
the flowering of the trees and shrubs 
at a crucial time in their blossoming. 
All of this means that birds may have 
to move further south to find food to 
keep them alive through the winter, 
so special birds like the waxwing may 
arrive from the far north to find food in 
the UK.

The new heath has really started to 
develop this year and the heather has 
spread and grown well. We sent our 
Manx Loghtan sheep to pastures new 
to continue their work in managing 
habitat, they are now on Sussex’s High 
Weald continuing their good work and 
this will allow our heather to grow 
quicker. Nightjars, tree pipit, woodlark 
and stonechat were all seen or heard on 
the heaths, a good selection of scarce 
and rare heathland birds – hopefully 
they will stay to breed in future years.

Additions to the recent Lodge 
breeding bird list this year include 
raven, skylark and linnet - really good 
news!

It was a good year for our natterjacks 
too. They were so loud at the plantation 
pond, at the bottom of the old heath, 
that a bat surveyor mistook them for 

News from
The Lodge nature 
reserve – by Mark 

Brandon
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churring nightjars! No transfer of 
spawn or tadpoles took place this year, 
but there was no shortage of either. 
With plans for two new pond sites on 
the reserve, the population could soon 
be more secure than ever. Although 
we have no evidence for breeding 
ponds on The Lodge before the toads’ 
reintroduction here in the 1980s, we 
now have historical evidence of the 
species being close by, in Sandy, Potton 
and Gamlingay, in the 19th century. It 
would be great to develop other suitable 
sites on the Greensand Ridge and give 
them the chance to spread out and 
regain their former range.

While our visitors have had reason 
to celebrate some excellent wildlife 
spectacles, there was sadly some 
disappointment over our hopes for a 
café at the Gatehouse. The reserve team 
worked hard to make the case for it and 
to find funding, but it proved impossible 
to propose a café that would be able to 
support itself. Watch this space though 
for news of other improvements at the 
Gatehouse. We are developing exciting 
plans for a nature discovery play area 
for children, a wildlife garden, a new 
welcome point for visitors, and an 
improved entrance area.

 In July, we were granted permission 
to install a meteorological mast on 
Sandy Ridge field, an essential phase in 
our wind turbine project. The mast went 
up over two, busy days in July. The 
70m construction of metal poles and 
wires holds equipment that measures 
wind speeds and records bat activity, 
building a picture of whether this is a 
suitable location for a turbine. It is very 
close to where the turbine would go, 
giving passers by an idea of the scale 
and location of the turbine, if it is built. 
We should soon have the information 
needed for a decision to be made as 
to whether we can go ahead with the 
project. If it is able to go ahead, we 
aim to submit a planning application 
in March 2013. The turbine will send 
electricity directly to The Lodge 
headquarters, which will greatly reduce 
the Society’s carbon emissions and send 
out a very important message about our 
commitment to tackling climate change. 
If you are interested in finding out more 
about the RSPB’s proposal, please visit 
www.rspb.org.uk/lodgewindturbine for 
more information, or come and talk to 
us about the plans

The Lodge reserve is open every day of the week, from dawn to dusk, for 
everyone to enjoy and there are plenty of organised events: just ring to book. 
Entry is included in the car-parking fee - £4 a car for non-members, free if you are 
members or just visiting the shop. 
The shop (01767 680541) is open every day (9am-5pm and 10am-5pm weekends 
and Bank Holidays). It’s also a great place to get your Christmas cards, diaries and 
calendars-as well as a great range of gifts for nature lovers.

Saturday December 15th

The Pantaloons perform Dickens - A Christmas Carol.
Venue: Sandy Upper School Theatre/Sports centre.
Engayne Avenue, Sandy SG19 1BL
Performance times; 3pm- 4:15pm and 7pm- 8:15pm (approx times)
A family festive performance …humbug!
Doors open an hour before the performance starts: fully licensed bar, RSPB sales 
and information.
Cost: Adults £10, children (under 16’s) £5
Tickets from: The RSPB Lodge shop, 01767 680541, and www.pantaloons.co.uk.

Friday 4th January
2pm - 4pm
New Year Winter Wildlife Walk
Take a winter walk around The Lodge nature reserve with us to kick off 2013. 
Search and discover the wildlife at The Lodge and blow off the cobwebs after the 
festive holiday. Huddle around the bonfire as darkness descends with a glass of 
warming mulled wine.
Booking essential
Cost: adults £5, RSPB members £4, children £2, RSPB Wildlife Explorers £1.

WILd IN BOTSWANA SuMMER 2012
James Hough of Gamlingay Explorer Unit

The outward journey
We, Team B, flew from Heathrow airport Thursday afternoon and arrived at 
Johannesburg in South Africa 11 hours later. Then we went from terminal to 
terminal and took a small hour-long internal flight to Gaborone to the south of 
Botswana. Once we had collected our bags of personal luggage, and the kit we were 
also carrying, we travelled by minibus for 3 hours, to stay overnight at a hospice. We 
set off the next day in the mini bus for a further eight hours to the Oklovanda delta, 
arriving near the campsite where we were picked up by two Ford trucks and taken to 
camp.

Camp
We were sleeping under canvas, in tents bought by Team A when they arrived in 
South Africa. The container which contained tents for the expedition hadn’t arrived, 
and indeed didn’t appear until Team A had left for home.

The days started off colder than we expected with a 7:00 o’clock breakfast and we 
were glad when it warmed up quickly by l0:00 o’clock. Temperatures of a only few 
degrees took us by surprise, and we were all wearing lots of layers until the sun 
warmed us up. By lunchtime, temperatures were 40 degrees plus and we had a long 
lunch break from work in the hottest part of the day. We then started back at work 
at 2:00 o’clock and worked to 4:30. Dinner was prepared by base camp at 6:00 
o’clock.

To help spread out the work we were put into three teams. Each team spent three 
days on base camp cooking and washing up the three main meals, plus the l0:00 
o’clock break, then spent six days on project up at the site.

We had our own shower. Water in big bottles was left out during the day to heat up, 
and we were able to rinse off some of the dust at night. We all had to hand wash our 
own clothes, and one of the leaders eventually gave up trying to get us to take in our 
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drying lines of socks. Everything was 
dusty.

Leisure
Some nights we prepared a bonfire 
and sung both UK and Botswana scout 
songs until late. This was a great time 
to relax after a day of work and we all 
enjoyed working and playing with the 
Botswana scouts throughout the time we 
were there.

We all worked hard and the toilet block 
was finished by the time we left. We 
had time in the five weeks to go out 
shopping and looking around Botswana.

About halfway through the time out 
there, my team and I went on R and R 
(Rest and Recuperation), on safari for 
two days. This allowed us to see the 
wildlife out there and we spent that 
time relaxing and enjoying camping 
whilst other people cooked our meals 
for us. We saw giraffes, and lions, 
African dogs, water buffalo and many 
other wild species. The ostriches we 
saw were on a farm, and the only rhino 
we saw were in a sanctuary. We left 
camp four and a half weeks later with 
sad goodbyes and gave email accounts 
out to the people there. I particularly 
enjoyed using the few words of the 
local language that I’d learnt, and the 
local scouts were shouting them back 
at me across the campsite when it was 
time to leave. We exchanged small gifts, 
and I was presented with three hand-
made trophies. If customs had taken an 
interest, it would have appeared that we 
had murdered a flock of birds and a cub 
pack as my trophies were ornamented 
with feathers and cub badges. One of 
the gifts I’d taken with me was a yo-yo 
which proved very popular and by the 
time we left the string was no longer 
attached. I’m sure the Botswana scouts 
will soon repair it, they were good at 
making and mending. My younger 
brother had sneaked a soft toy into my 
kit bag which I decided I ought to bring 
home. Originally it was white, but now 
it is so dusty, it won’t quite be white 
again.

The journey home
We spent a night on the way back by 
mini bus in a rhino sanctuary, and went 
on a one day safari. We saw white 
rhinos and other wildlife in the wilds. 
We were then treated to an evening 
meal in a 5 star hotel as guests of the 
Botswana scout association and had 

a fantastic ‘all you could eat’ meal, for which 20 plus scouts and leaders happily 
obliged. We were so hungry, we ate like locusts. I think it was lucky that we were 
dressed in our uniforms for travelling as we were in danger of being thrown out as it 
felt like we ate everything we could see. Even in uniform we were all very dusty.

When we arrived at Gaborone airport, we were held up for an hour in the departure 
lounge. This was due to the South African and Botswana president flying together 
from Gaborone. We saw them arrive in black cars and board their private jets by red 
carpet and take off.

After the short flight to Johannesburg then the long flight back to England we were 
very tired. I was glad to be back in England (despite it raining as we stepped out of 
the airport).

Conclusion
Overall, I feel that the trip to Botswana was a life changing experience and that the 
work we did that there will benefit the local people for many years to come.

Gamlingay Cubs Autumn

It has been a busy month for Gamlingay 
Cubs. First was our autumn camp which 
was held from Friday 7th to Sunday 9th 
September at Holt Island in St Ives.
We arrived at 7pm on Friday evening 
and with the help of parents set up all 
the tents and organised the camp site. 
Once set up we went off for a night hike 
to Houghton Mill this gives the Cubs 
the experience of trying to find routes in 
the dark, once the hike is complete we 
returned to the camp site for supper.
Saturday starts with breakfast and then 
washing up once complete we started 
making camp gadgets including drying 
racks, shoe racks and washing bowl 
holders. Backwoods cooking is the next 
activity where the Cubs build and light 
their cooking fires and cook their lunch, 
toasted sandwich, hot dogs and bananas 
with Mars bars.
The afternoon was spent Kayaking in 
the St Ives Sea Scouts harbour, lots of 
fun is had with everyone getting quite 
wet, after a shower they visited the Holt 
Island Nature area next door to the camp 
site.
After dinner and more washing up we 
had a traditional camp fire with all the 
traditional camp fire songs, then supper 

and bed.
Sunday morning after breakfast the Cubs 
were set a challenge to search St Ives on 
a Murder Mystery challenge. Starting 
from the statue of Oliver Cromwell in 
the market hill they travel round the 
town following directions and solving 
clues to solve the Mystery. On return to 
the campsite it is time for lunch, then the 
camp is struck, tents packed away tidied 
and loaded into vans.
It was a super camp, the weather was 
glorious everyone needing sun cream on 
both days.
Thanks to Phil Hough, Will Colebrook, 
Anthony Brown and Wayne Bacon (chief 
cook again) for helping for the weekend.

On 27th September we took part in the 
opening or re-opening of the Gamlingay 
Scout HQ.

On 29th September we took part in the 
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Biggleswade District trip to Duxford.
16 Cubs and the leaders met at St Mary’s church in Potton to join with Potton Cubs to travel to Duxford. On arrival we started in 
hanger 1 which houses amongst other aircraft one of the first Concordes, it is an impressive aircraft with a very knowledgeable 
guide on hand to give us an insight on its history and development. From hanger 1 we split the cubs into smaller groups. I hadn’t 
been to Duxford for several years so let the Cubs guide me to the places they wanted to see. Including the impressive American 
hanger which houses the massive B52 and the awesome SR51 Blackbird. We had lunch on the picnic tables outside the American 
Hanger before returning to hanger 2 which houses flying aircraft, hanger 3, sea and air craft.
The final part of the visit was to the Land Warfare collection which houses tanks and vehicles from the many conflicts from the 
Second world war to modern day conflicts. I was particularly impressed when the Cubs sat and watched the video of the D-Day 
landings in complete silence. One of the leaders of the other packs asked me how much I had bribed them.
Finally a visit to the Sally B, which I saw flying at the Gransden air show, and the gift shop, before a group photo in front of the 
Sally B of all the district cubs.
Thanks to Phil Hough, Will Colebrook and Anthony Brown for helping for the day and Julie Broomfield for organising the trip for 
all of us.

 The Gamlingay and Gransden 
scout group would like to say a 
big thank you to J.R. Bibby Turf 
Supplies, who gave us the turf for 
half price. It was good quality turf 
and has smartened the front of the 
scout hut up and has stopped all the 
dirt from coming inside.
Will Colebrook





The Olympic Torch comes to Gamlingay
by Steve Palmer, Akela

On the 2nd October the Olympic torch came to the Scout HQ. Mel Hare was asked to bring her torch and come and talk to the 
Cubs. Mel turned up looking very smart wearing her torch bearers tracksuit and carrying her Olympic Torch. Mel spent time 
with the cubs telling them how she was selected to run and where she ran. On 8th July she was the first to run in Huntingdon and 
handed onto a torch bearer who was 81 years old, one of the oldest torchbearers.

Mel told the cubs about her day with the torch the atmosphere and the early start to the day. We then had a question and answer 
session where Mel related her experiences on the day she carried the torch and a wider discussion about Olympic events she had 
attended. A number of the cubs had also attended Olympic and Paralympic events and they told us about their experiences at the 
various Olympic parks and the events.

We were all able to hold the torch which was lighter than it looks and the construction is intriguing, 8000 holes each one 
representing a torch bearer.

We discussed the lighting of the Olympic torch starting in Greece at Olympia, the torch relay and the final lighting of the 
Olympic flame in the stadium at Stratford. We then discussed the journey of the paralympic torch from the peaks of the four 
countries Slieve Donard in Northern Ireland, Snowdon in Wales, Ben Nevis in Scotland and Scafell Pike in England.
We finished the evening with a photo with Mel holding her torch surrounded by the Cubs and leaders.

My thanks to Mel for taking the time to visit the Cubs and keeping them absorbed, when she was telling her story they were the 
quietest they have been for a long while.



The Gamlingay 
Archeological Group 

(Gamarc)
by John

Following on from the comment at 
the end of the Parish Council article 
in the September 2012 edition of The 
Gazette; enquiring into people who 
may be interested in exploring the 
possibility of forming an archeological 
group to investigate local sites in the 
village, a successful initial meeting 
was held at the Eco Hub on 4th October 
2012. We are therefore pleased to say 
The Gamlingay Archeological Group 
(to be more commonly known as 
Gamarc) was provisionally established. 
To legally operate the group has to 
obtain insurance,  and set up under 
the Forward Gamlingay! charity, and 
register with the County Council, etc., 
but by the time you read this hopefully 
these matters will be well on the way to 
being resolved.
 
At the first meeting it was established 
that the area of operation would be 
within the Gamlingay Parish Boundary 
plus Hatley St. George and East Hatley. 
There are numerous sites that the 
group would like to consider exploring 
and such activity would include field 
walking, metal detecting, checking of 
historical maps and looking closely 
at aerial photographs. Because of the 
imminent transfer of various plots 
of land to the Parish Council, it was 
considered that initially activities 
would commence in the field allocated 
to the new allotments past Dutter End 
to be followed by the area known as 
St. Mary’s Field, the latter containing 
the Parish Tithe Barn regrettably burnt 
down in the late 1960’s.
 
A second meeting was held on 9th 
October 2012 at the Eco Hub in 
conjunction with Quinton Carroll from 
the County Council archeological team 
and Jo Richard of Cambridgeshire’s 
Jigsaw Community archeological 
group under whose umbrella Gamarc 
hope to operate. The meeting was very 
informative including matters of how 
we could conduct our activities and the 
extent of assistance that can be given 
by Jigsaw (training courses, equipment 
hire, handling artefacts, recording/
reports, etc.). Jigsaw would also be 
able to put us in contact with other like 
minded groups in the county.

 
All in all it was an exciting start for the 
group and, by the time you read this, 
further exploratory meetings would 
have been held. It is anticipated that 
normal meetings will commence at 7.45 
pm at the Eco Hub on the first Thursday 
of the month with the exception of 
January which will be on the second 
Thursday (being the 10th January for 
2013). The next meeting is scheduled 
for the 6th December 2012. We look 
forward to further people coming along 
who may be interested in finding out 
about Gamarc at our future meetings.

St Neots Citizens 
Advice Bureau Closure

 
Please note that with effect from 
29 November 2012 the Citizens 
Advice Bureau in St Neots will be 
closed.
The nearest CAB for people living 
in Gamlingay needing advice is 
Mids Beds Citizens Advice Bureau 
in Biggleswade, at Century House, 
Market Square, Biggleswade SG18 
8UU Tel 01767 601368

To book an appointment or re-
quest telephone advice please 
contact the bureau between 
9:30 and 2:30 Monday to 
Thursday on 01767 601368.

It is hoped that an advice 
service will be available in St 
Neots early in 2013, further 
details will be published in The 
Gazette when they are known.

Do your bit to bring better 
broadband for all

Have you registered for the 
Connecting Cambridgeshire 
campaign to bring better broadband 
access for everyone across the 
county? 

Time is running out and we need 
as many people as possible to 
register before December 2012, 
when a supplier will be selected 
and planning for the big broadband 
rollout begins.

It only takes a minute to go online 
at www.connectingcambridgeshire.
co.uk or fill in a Freepost reply form 
in the leaflet at your local library or 
council offices.

All we need is your postcode and a 
landline phone number, and whether 
you are a home or business user – 
and we will only use this information 
for the campaign.

The more registrations we get, 
the more likely we are to get the 
investment needed to install better 
broadband connections for all (2 
Mbps minimum) with superfast 
speeds (25mbps minimum) for at 
least 90% of premises by 2015.

Latest figures show that over 18,000 
homes and businesses across 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
have already registered their 
demand for better broadband 
making our campaign one of the 
fastest growing in the country.

Much of the support is being 
generated through the fantastic 
efforts of more than 80 Broadband 
Champions, who are busy 
promoting the campaign locally 
through leaflets, posters, events, 
and community websites.

Many parish councils and local 
councillors are also backing the 
campaign because good broadband 
connections are vital for our 
businesses and communities to 
thrive, particularly in rural areas, 
with benefits for health and 
education too.

So, why not do your bit so that 
more people can benefit from better 
broadband? 

To find out more, visit www.
connectingcambridgeshire.
co.uk, email contact@
connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk  or 
call 0345 045 5200
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Jeanie and Steve 
Hemmings wish all 
our friends locally 

a very happy 
Christmas and a 
happy, healthy 

and peaceful New 
Year.  This year 

we will be giving 
donations to East 

Anglia’s Children’s 
Hospice, 

Milton and St 
John’s Hospice, 
Moggerhanger 

instead of sending 
cards.

Home Fire Safety 
at Christmas                                                                   

by Audrey Williams, Community 
Champion for Cambridgeshire Fire and 

Rescue Service

More people die or are seriously injured 
from fires in their own homes between 
Christmas and New Year than at any 
other time.  Most of these fires could 
have been avoided. In order to ensure 
you have a safe and happy Christmas 
this year follow these Fire Safety 
precautions.
DO
Do make sure that all the decorations 
including the tree are flame retardant. 
Place the tree away from open fires and 
portable heaters and radiators.
Do fit the correct rated fuse into 
electrical plugs and use a good quality 
adapter fitted with a fuse, to plug 
Christmas lights into the power socket.
Do be extremely careful with lighted 
candles, always use a proper candle 
holder, place on a heat resistant plate, 
make sure the candle is in a draught 
free area away from curtains, furniture 
and other flammable surfaces and never 
leave candles unattended whilst lit.
Do take extra care where people are 
smoking and drinking. Ensure all 
ashtrays are emptied and that contents 
are fully extinguished.
Do clear wrapping paper away once 
presents have been opened, putting the 
paper in the rubbish bin and not on an 
open fire.
Do check your smoke alarm is working 
– press the test button. 
DON’T
Don’t trail electric flexes from tree 
lights etc. across floors or place under 
carpets or mats (they may easily 
become frayed and catch fire) as well as 
being a trip hazard.
Don’t put Christmas cards or 
decorations above an unguarded open 
fire or space heater.
Don’t leave the Christmas lights on, 
unattended for long periods.
Don’t place Christmas presents too 
close to Christmas tree lights, heaters 
or fires. The radiated heat could quite 
easily catch them alight.
Don’t use your smoke alarm battery for 
Christmas toys!

For further information about fire 
safety and how to protect your family 
and home, www.cambsfire.gov.uk

Cambridge Re-Use 
Wins Community 

Award

Cambridge Re-Use has won the 
Community Support category in 
the Cambridge News Community 
Awards for 2012. The award 
recognises nearly 25 years of 
service to the local community 
by the charity. The award was 
presented to Cambridge Re-Use 
volunteers by Cllr Sheila Stuart, 
Mayor of Cambridge in a ceremony 
at Downing College.

Cambridge Re-Use collects 
donations of unwanted furniture and 
electrical appliances from generous 
members of the public and sells 
them at affordable prices to local 
people on low incomes or benefits. 
Each week 35 volunteers give their 
time to help deliver the service.

Local people on low incomes of 
under £18,000 for an individual 
or under £23,000 for a couple are 
eligible to shop at Cambridge Re-
Use. To become a customer, come 
to the store off Cherry Hinton Road 
and bring your wage slip or working 
tax credit if you are employed, or 
your benefit letters if you are on 
benefits. 
Donations of good quality furniture 
and electrical goods in working 
order are always welcome. 
Donations can be collected by 
arrangement, or can be delivered 
to the store between 09.00am and 
4.30pm Monday to Friday, or 
between 10.00am and 3.00pm on 
Saturdays.

The Cambridge Re-Use store is at 
Unit H, The Paddocks, 347 Cherry 
Hinton Road, Cambridge CB1 8DH. 
The team can be contacted on 01223 
576535.

Boomtastic news 
as the Hanson - 
RSPB Wetland 

Project opens to 
visitors

A brand new nature reserve has opened 
to the public in the heart of the Fens 
thanks to wetland creation work at the 
Hanson-RSPB wetland project.

Hanson and the RSPB have teamed up 
and are working together to transform a 
working sand and gravel quarry into a 
vast nature reserve, eventually to be the 
largest reedbed in the UK.

This celebration follows the 
extraordinary sound of booming bitterns 
heard at the site this year for the first 
time in more than a century.  Heard 
up to a mile away, two male bitterns 
displayed their vocal gymnastics, in 
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a scene almost lost to this fenland 
landscape.

Chris Hudson, RSPB Project Manager, 
said: “After ten years in the making 
and with over 200ha of wetland habitat 
bursting with wildlife, we’re delighted 
that threatened species, like bittern, 
have settled at the reserve, and that 
we’re now able to open the doors for 
everyone to enjoy the wildlife and wide 
open spaces.

“Simple visitor facilities are centred 
around two way-marked waterside 
routes leading across the wetland 
landscape. The routes will suit those 
looking for an adventurous day out 
providing watery vistas full of life. 
Public rights of way criss-cross the site 
and provide further opportunities to 
explore the expanding development.”

Chris continued: “As autumn sets in, 
we’re looking forward to the spectacle 
provided by our resident reedbed birds, 
wintering birds of prey, and flocks of 
wading birds and wildfowl wheeling in 
the skies. Come and see for yourself!”

Following the extraction of up to a 
million tonnes of aggregate each year, 
the Hanson-RSPB wetland project 
will create Ouse Fen, a wetland 
nature reserve spanning seven square 
kilometres.  The project began in 2002 
and will be delivered in stages over a 30 
year period. 

Quarry manager, Hilton Law, said: 
“From our working quarry, through 
carefully planned mineral restoration, 
to a wild fenland landscape, the reserve 
grows a little larger every year. With the 
RSPB we’re pleased to be delivering 
such significant benefits to conservation 
and providing opportunities for the 
public to enjoy them.”

Thanks to: Hanson 

News from Gamlingay & 
District History Society, 

by Peter Wright

Over the years, the Gazette has printed 
many local history articles and memoirs 
of Gamlingay people, and we are 
currently in the process of reproducing 
a proportion of these on our website, 
www.gamlingayhistory.co.uk. 
A big thank you is due to the editor of 
the Gazette for supporting this project 
by allowing us access to the Gazette 
archives, which means many of these 
articles will be available once again.
Committee member David Allen 
recently exhibited some of our 
photographic collection in the sheltered 
accommodation community rooms 
at Blythe Way and Avenells Way, 
which was well received by residents. 
David runs our sister website, www.
gamlingayphotos.co.uk, and would 
like to add more photos of the village 
and Gamlingay people taken before 
1970 to the collection. If you have any 
photographs, regardless of condition, 
please lend them to David, who can 
be contacted on 01767 651472, or via 
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email; gamlingayphotos@gmail.
com. Your pictures will of course 
be returned to you within a few days 
once we have copied them, and we can 
provide you with renovated copies if 
you wish.
Alan Eade, from the Vernacular 
Architecture Society addressed 
the October meeting, and gave a 
detailed and informative account of 
the development of timber framed 
buildings. By the time you read this, 
our November meeting with a speaker 
from the National Trust, will have taken 
place, so the next meeting will be our 
Christmas social evening and archive 
display, which is at 7.30pm on Monday 
December 10th, in room two at the 
Village College. The speaker on January 
14th will be author James Brown. Jim’s 
annual visits are popular, so you will 
need to arrive early to claim a seat! As 
always, visitors are very welcome at 
£3.00 on the door, but if you join the 
Society for just £15.00 there is free 
access to all meetings.
Finally, I would like to thank the Village 
Show Committee for their generous 
donation to History Society funds 
following the 2012 show. This money 
will be spent on further improvements 
to our archive. Merry Christmas to all! 

Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses

by Philip Gorton, trustee

It is very obvious to anyone going 
down Church Street that the trustees 
are undertaking a series of restoration 
works to the Almshouses and Chapel.   
This is a continuation of a very 
protracted plan to bring the almshouses 
to as close to modern living as is 
possible within the limitations of the 
ancient nature of the main structure.

The refurbishment programme goes 
back over a period of some 31 years.   
It started with the houses being very 
damp and cold and, literally, falling 
down in the worst case.   In those days 
it was possible to receive grants for 
restoration (up to 75% for structural 
repairs and 25% of the cost of certain 
improvements).   This sounds like, and 
was, a real incentive. 

The trustees were however burdened 
with a mortgage and had no money to 

fund our part of the price.   We also 
took the view that we should not seek 
general charitable funds.   There are 
so many deserving causes out there 
and if we could manage by careful 
management then that is what we 
decided to do.   

The beneficiaries then paid only £6 per 
week and that went virtually nowhere.   
As I explained in my previous article 
the beneficiaries are chosen because 
they are poor.   Being poor then they 
should be on Housing Benefit.   Thus 
our first task was to charge as much as 
possible within the rules of the Housing 
Benefit system.   This turns out to be 
about 30% below the open market rent 
(£103 per week now).

It took some 10 years for the new 
financial scheme to produce sufficient 
money for the trustees to start on the 
first stage of restoration.   This covered 
the roadside wall and the path and the 
drainage system that runs along the 
rear of the houses.   The first stage also 
covered works to the interior of the first 
two cottages.

We then went on to do two cottages at 
about three year intervals.   Not all went 
according to plan.   When does it ever?   
So we had to divert resources into 
restoration of fireplaces (there had been 
a fire in one), restoration of chimneys 
and insertion of fire barriers within the 
roof as well as a major restoration of 
The Chapel and making it fit for office 
use.

This brings us on to the present scheme.   
The trustees instructed architects to 
survey all the buildings and price 
the cost of bringing everything up 
to the best standards.   The wish list 
was priced at £330,000 to which had 
to be added professional fees of say 
£100,000.   This might have been within 
our grasp had the old grant regime been 
in existence.   Try as we could there 
was no sort of grant from any source.   
£430,000 is the sort of money the 
trustees simply did not have so we have 
once again to work out priorities.

By concentrating resources to ensure 
that the houses are water tight (the 
roof), damp proof, safe (stairs) and as 
well insulated as possible we aim to 
make the beneficiaries as comfortable as 
we can.   We have also sufficient money 
to improve the kitchens and bathrooms, 

as well as put the plaster of walls and 
ceilings into good order, redecorate and 
re-carpet all properties.   

We aim to change the Night Storage 
heating system into one using gas 
and radiators so that the heating is 
more directly under the control of the 
occupiers.   

How far we can go after that depends 
entirely upon what unpleasant surprises 
we stumble across.   At the moment 
there are surprisingly few but that 
may well not last.   We are therefore 
deliberately leaving anything that 
can be undertaken without major 
disturbance until last.

When all the work is completed the 
trustees expect to appoint at least 
one new beneficiary as well as seek a 
commercial letting for the Chapel.   If 
you wish to be considered please let 
us know.   Are you “a poor widow of 
good character, living in Gamlingay”?   
If you are or if you come close to the 
description let us know as you could be 
appointed to the benefit of the trust and 
given the keys to an almshouse.

‘News from the Youth’
Since returning in September both 
Gamlingay Youth Cafe and Youth Club 
have attracted many members to the 
‘new look’ sessions on Thursday nights 
at the Eco Hub.    The hub boasts lots 
of ‘safe space’ for the young people to 
hang out with their friends and meet 
new ones along the way. 

Thursday nights are divided into two 
sessions, Youth Cafe starts at 5.30pm 
and runs to 7.15pm.  It provides 
activities for young people aged 9 to 
14.  Youth Club starts at 7.30pm and 
runs to 9.00pm.  It provides a warm, 
dry space for young people aged 14 to 
19 to meet up too and discuss topical 
and social issues.  

Both sessions are run by qualified youth 
workers from Gamlingay with ‘experts’ 
invited in to further enhance informal 
learning.

During the past two terms young people 
from Youth Café have been able to 
enjoy the freedom of the nearby park 
and community playing field with a 
‘safe base’ to return to for a drink or 
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Youth Club Programme
for 2013
for additional details please contact Lucy Rands or Barbie Calvert

10th Jan 2013 Youth Council Meeting and Talent show
17th Jan 2013 Bingo 
24th Jan 2013 Celebrate Burns Night - Poem/rapping COMPETITION
31st Jan 2013 Make and bake clay hearts to give to your loved one for Valentines
7th Feb 2013 Making, eating and racing pancakes!
14th Feb 2013 Valentines Surprise!

7th March 2013 Cooking up a storm in a pan - Making omelettes
14th March 2013 Quiz night
21st March 2013 In the beginning … the start of the pumpkin growing competition
28th March 2013 Easter Egg Hunt 

snack from our reasonably priced tuck 
shop.  All young people are welcome 
and are greeted by a friendly smile and 
are able to release some energy after 
a hard week at school. Our equipment 
includes table tennis, table soccer, pool 
table, arts and crafts, computers, board 
games and lots more.  We regularly 
hold talent contests for our drama kings 
and queens and sporting events for 
budding sports men and women.   In 
addition to the regular activities we 
had a visit from the fire brigade to talk 
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about fire safety in response to several 
fires being started in the park and skate 
park.  St John’s Ambulance service 
delivered a fun filled basic first aid 
session during which the young people 
participated in some dramatic role play 
and tied each other up in bandages…
who knows, while having fun they may 
use their skills to save one day!   We 
ended the first half term with a fancy 
dress Halloween Disco, complete with 
DJ!   Traditional party games were a big 
hit culminating in some very wet apple 
bobbing!!!  

The Second half of the term focused 
on the young people enjoying and 
achieving…adopting the theme of ‘The 
British Bake Off’.   We enlisted the 
support of a local architect to help plan 
gingerbread structures and a local chef 
to judge the finished decorated article.  
A fabulous prize was awarded to the 
worthy winner.  We also managed to 
squeeze in some candle making too – 
maybe you received one for Christmas!  

In addition to our weekly sessions we 
were fortunate enough to be able to 
send a number of young people from 
Youth Café on a PGL activity weekend 
at the beginning of November.  This trip 
was funded by a grant recently awarded 
to us.    Sociable evenings followed 
very active days and the fabulous food 
kept everyone’s strength up.  Hoots of 
laughter and cheers of encouragement 
enabled the young people to test their 
nerve, strengthen friendships and really 
achieve things beyond their wildest 
dreams.  A great boost for self esteem.

Working in partnership with the Bobby 
Moore Cancer Research charity one 
young person from Youth Club was 
lucky enough to get the chance of a 
lifetime.  Along with a youth worker he 
visited Brazil and helped build a school.  
A truly inspirational trip - life changing 
in so many ways.

So what does next term bring???  FREE 
toast will be served from 6.30pm 
throughout the winter months and for 
activities please see our advertised 
program or for more information 
contact Lucy Rands on 07929 453235 
or Barbie Calvert on 07929 592156.    
Entry to both Youth Café and Youth 
Club is 50p.  We look forward to seeing 
you.  

Perfect gifts for Christmas

We are delighted to announce the publication of the 
long awaited Church Guide. This book, graced with 
beautiful photography, presents an opportunity to discover 
interesting facts about our historic church and the 
development of Gamlingay through time.

Copies available from The Crafty Cupcake, The Emplins 
or Friends of St Mary’s. This is a this limited edition, so 
don’t miss out.

The Church of 

St. Mary The Virgin 

Gamlingay Cambridgeshire

Gamlingay’s very own Calendar Girls
New for 2013

A professionally produced calendar for the year ahead.

In support of Parkinsons

Only available at The Crafty Cupcake



Dear editor,
 
I have just read the October issue of the 
Gazette and think your readers should 
know the deal as it is at the moment, 
although the details seem to change 
every week.
 
1. The green deal assessor will decide 
what improvements can be funded.
2. The funding will be limited to 
savings that could be made and 
repayment of the funding over a 
‘reasonable period’. ‘Reasonable 
period’ has yet to be determined.
3. The assessor can decide that cavity 
wall insulation is the top priority and, 
even if this is not suitable for the 
property, funding will only be available 
if this work is done.
4. Owners cannot tell the assessor 
what improvements they want to 
make, the assessor tells the owner what 
improvements will be funded.
5. If a property is sold during the 
‘reasonable period’ of green deal 
funding the buyer can refuse to take 
on the funding. This being the case, 
the owner has to repay the funding and 
all interest for the full period of the 
funding.
 
The above information is available on 
the Glass and Glazing Federation and 
British Woodworking Federation web 
sites.
 
My company manufactures high 
performance timber window frames so I 
have a serious interest in this area.
 
Regards
Alistair Smith

Spate of burglaries in South 
Cambs 

Residents in South Cambridgeshire 
are being urged to report suspicious 
activity following 44 burglaries in 
September, with the majority of 
offences happening during the day. 
Villages affected are Barton, 
Comberton, Melbourn, West Wratting 
and Caldecote. 

Detective Inspector Ian Simmons said: 
“In the past month we have seen a rise 
in burglaries in South Cambridgeshire, 
some of which we believe are part of a 
single series with offenders targeting 
homes while people are working.
“We’ve also noticed sheds and 
outbuildings have been targeted, with 
tools and equipment being stolen. 
I would urge people to be our eyes and 
ears in their street, look out for one 
another and report anything out of the 
ordinary or suspicious to police.”
To reduce the risk of becoming a 
victim: 
-make your home look lived in and ask 
neighbours to keep an eye on it when 
you are not in. Consider installing 
light timers. Burglars target homes 
in darkness as there is less risk of 
being spotted. If the bins are due to be 
collected, ask your neighbours to move 
them on and off your drive for you. 
 
- Report unusual activity 
- Keep a note of any unusual vehicles 
parking in your area and pass 
information to the police. 
- Use a safe or secure storage unit to 
store valuable items such as jewellery 
and passports.  
Deterrents: 
Alarms: Install an alarm - even an 
empty box on the side of your home can 
be enough to put off a burglar.  
Dogs: A ‘beware of the dog’ sign can be 
enough to put off an intruder, regardless 
of whether a dog is present. 
Lock up your shed: Ensure your shed 
and outbuildings are secured with 
strong locks. Offenders do not like 
carrying break-in tools as they may be 
searched en-route to a burglary. They 
often raid sheds to get their hands on 
tools to burgle.  
Strong communities are also a deterrent 
for burglars: Make friends with 
your neighbours or join your local 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme.  
Anyone with information should 
contact police on 101 or Crimestoppers, 
anonymously, on 0800 555 111.
Issued by Sarah Silk

New priorities for Policing 
following the local panel meeting:

1. Tackle road safety concerns 
across the area with particular 
reference to speeding and 
obstructive parking.

2. Target recent arson incidents 
in Gamlingay

3. Investigate concerns raised 
in relation to the use of illegal drugs 
in Gamlingay.

Therefore we will be conducting speed 
checks and parking patrols in the area, 
ensuring that vehicles are not parking 
on double yellow lines and paying 
particular attention to parking outside 
schools and shops where congestion can 
be problematic. Furthermore we will be 
ensuring that we continue to patrol drug 
“hotspots” in Gamlingay and paying 
particular attention to the skate park and 
BMX track on the playing fields behind 
the Eco-Hub where there has been a 
spate of arson attacks. If anyone has any 
further information regarding any of the 
priorities, please do not hesitate to get 
in contact. 

We would also like to bring to people’s 
attention an incident that occurred on 
Tuesday 23rd October 2012 where 
2 males have visited an address in 
West Road, Gamlingay claiming to be 
Police officers investigating a crime in 
a nearby village.  They showed some 
form of identification fixed to their 
chest but from a distance of 15-20ft. 
We would like to reassure people that 
legitimate officers including plain 
clothed CID officers carry identification 
cards with photos and will introduce 
themselves as such. If you are ever 
unsure of a Police officer’s identification 
or why you are being visited you can 
contact the police on 101 who can 
verify an officers identity.  

On a final note, with Halloween 
approaching we want to provide 
reassurance that we will be on hand 
and be patrolling the area. Therefore if 
people experience any problems please 
contact us on 101.

Kind Regards

Steph
PCSO Stephanie Wiltshire 7129 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

letters



Father Christmas will be coming to Gamlingay
 on 8th. Dec. 

He will be coming down Church Street between 
12:30 and 1 p.m. 

going to the Children’s Montessori.

Your child is welcome to visit Father Christmas in 
His Grotto between 1 and 4p.m.

At the Children’s Montessori
Tickets: £5 per child.

(Each child will receive a present from Father 
Christmas)

Tickets available at Children’s Montessori, 
or call 01767 650645

Also available
Santa’s Workshop where your child can make 

presents
 

Christmas Quiz £2 per sheet. Prize - half the 
money taken on Quiz

(Quiz needs to be handed in by Dec. 7th)
Gingerbread House Competition

Prizes for 0-5, 6-15, over 16
Bring on the day. £2 entrance fee per House

THIS IS A SOCIAL EVENT FOR THE WHOLE 
FAMILY AND OPEN TO EVERYONE



BABES in the WOOD 
WOOD 

 

Gamlingay Players 
Present  

 
 
 
 

BABES in  
the WOOD 

A Christmas Pantomine 
By  

Jan Cooper 
 

Friday 7th, Sat 8th & Sunday 9th December 
Friday performance 7.30pm 

Saturday performances 2.30pm (matinee) and 7.30pm 
Sunday performance 2.30pm  

Eco Hub, Gamlingay 
Tickets: Adults £10.00  Children £5.00 (Max age 16) 

Family ticket £25.00 (x2 Adults x2 Children) Concessions £7.50 
Available at The Eco hub & The Cutting Mill  

And from our website: www.gamlingayplayers.co.uk  



WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER

Over 50’s walks Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.  Ring 654 891 for 
further information

Thursday, 6th December

History Society

Monday, 10th December Christmas social

Monday, 14th January 2013 An evening with James Brown

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New members 
most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday, 7th December The Beyond Group, 5th exhibition 2012, presentation

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 5th December AGM

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 11th December Christmas celebrations

Tuesday, 15th January Andy Malcolm ‘The true price of fish and chips’

Tuesday, 19th February Geoffrey Evans ‘Around Alaska’

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

15th January Forum meeting

5th March 2013 Forum meeting

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor 
work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins).

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Social Club from 9pm, new members welcome

Soup lunches

every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start

Police surgeries

dates awaited 7.30pm Community Centre (eco-hub)

Cock Inn, quiz nights

10th December Peter Smith

Youth Night meet at the Ecohub, 5.30 - 7.15pm, Thursdays, for 9-14 year olds

6th and 13th December Bakeoff - gingerbread masterpieces to be decorated and judged

20th December Christmas party

Gamlingay Players Jan Cooper 650 178

Tuesdays 8pm Ecohub

Thursdays 8pm venue varies



WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 379 or email parish-
clerk@hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website 
www.hatley.info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: 

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the 
public are always welcome to attend these meetings which are 
now held quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, 
May, July and October..

The Gazette

Friday, 1st February 2013 Copy deadline for March edition.

Friday, 1st March 2013 Copy deadline for April edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call 
Geoff Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 17th December Christmas party

Monday, 21st January AGM



PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Nicola Drew (Jnt 
Chair)

07510 278 
330

Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 
676

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 
491

Natalie 691 477
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Ecohub Manager Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks meet at 
Ecohub

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas, 316 518

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Jane Brown 652 007

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Oldham 631 720

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: 

karen.crutchington@sky.
com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head C 
Pheysey

650 360

First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

Library Opening hours   01767 651 226
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm homework club 3.30 – 6pm 
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm, 

drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 5.00pm – 8.00pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm



Village Information

Library Opening hours   01767 651 226
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm homework club 3.30 – 6pm 
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm, 

drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 5.00pm – 8.00pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at 
Baptist Church 
hall

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

101

Community Police PC S.Wiltshire
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,

Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at Community 
Centre office

clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Sarah Groom

Vice Chairman Nick Telford-Reed
Library Kate 

Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Leanne Bacon

650 379

parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Bridget 
Mappley

650584

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Jackie Hough 651 070
Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830

www.gamlingaywriters.org.
uk

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141

CFRS community 
champion

audreywilliams@lineone.net



The Police
Non-emergency number:

101


